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Anthony’s life was falling apart 
before his eyes. Weary from long 
lasting addiction, he already felt 
burdened by its unrelenting grip 
over him – but things continued 
to get worse. Shortly after moving 
to Fort Wayne to support his 
grandchildren, the family was 
upended when his wife had to be 
admitted to a nursing home.

As his support system crumbled, 
Anthony soon found himself 
homeless with no one to turn to. 
When he heard people talking 
about The Rescue Mission, 
something within him knew this 
was where he could finally find the 
help he needed. After checking in 
to The Mission, Anthony secured a 
job within two days! Finally, he felt 
a strong motivation to get back on 
his feet, not only for himself, but 
most importantly for his wife.

Things were looking bright! He was 
working hard, feeling determined 
and excited for the future, until 
tragedy struck - again. In a 
horrific car accident Anthony was 
pronounced dead at the scene, 
but God’s hand was on his life. 

Emergency Responders were able 
to revive him and get him to the 
hospital where he was in a coma 
for two weeks. When he woke up, 
Anthony could not remember what 
happened to him.

The nurse attending him had to 
explain the accident and that he 
was in the hospital. Immediately, 
he asked if he could call The 
Rescue Mission to let them know 
everything that happened and that 
he was still dedicated to being 
there. “I called and staff said right 
away, don’t worry about anything, 
we got your back. It brings me 
emotion just thinking back to that 
day.” Unfortunately, the bad news 
didn’t stop.  After speaking with 
the doctor, he was told he would 
never be able to walk again.

But that didn’t scare Anthony. If 
anything, he became even more 
determined to prove them wrong. 
Anthony knew God was giving him 
a second chance. He was becoming 
a new Anthony and he loved 
the new version of himself. With 
unrelenting hard work, he not only 
relearned to walk but remained 

insistent that he would do right by 
his wife to take care of her.

As COVID-19 took the world by 
storm in early 2020, it required 
many to pivot and to stay in place. 
Anthony decided to put some of 
his free time into good use and 
began to volunteer in the kitchen 
at The Mission. What he thought 
would just keep him busy soon 
became a new-found passion. 
Soon after starting in the kitchen, 
he heard that The Hoppy Gnome 
was hiring for a kitchen position. 
In a step of faith he applied and 
became employed, full time at The 
Hoppy Gnome. “I feel like I gained a 
second family there.” God has truly 
blessed Anthony with opportunities 
to continue to become the best 
version of himself.

Not only is he working full time, but 
Anthony continues to volunteer 
his time in the kitchen at The 
Rescue Mission. “If it weren’t for 
The Rescue Mission, I would be 
dead.” We praise God that Anthony 
is living the life that God has so 
clearly called him to live!
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“In nine and a half months I lost everything,” said
Shena, a past program resident at The Rescue 
Mission’s Charis House. “I lost my kids, my house, 
and my car.” At the age of 33, Shena was working 
at a nursing home and even volunteering in the 
community. Then, in an instant, her world began 
to fall apart. Shena’s father died, her children’s 
grandmother was murdered, and Shena was 
assaulted and didn’t see justice served.

To numb the pain of her hardships, Shena started
using drugs and dealing drugs, landing her in jail.
Upon her release, Shena tried a few different  
halfway houses in Fort Wayne, living out of her car 
between houses.

When Shena finally came to Charis House, she not
only found help but she found real life change.
Within two months she even had her children back!
It hasn’t been an easy road of recovery. Shena
knows about a dozen people she used to do drugs
with who have overdosed since her time at Charis
House. Once while out walking, she found a bag
of meth on the street and at another low point her
husband was in the hospital and deathly ill. In the
past, these stressful situations would have resulted
in her using, but now she is able to face stress
because of what she has learned at Charis House.

“Charis House taught me how to deal with what
caused me to get high, whereas the other places
just preached on staying clean,” she said. “There’s
a difference between just being sober and actually

recovering. Now I have the tools to live on the
outside and not have to worry about how I’m going
to handle anxiety and depression. Charis House did
more than just get me sober, it made me a better
person in every way.”

In just nine and a half months, Shena had racked up
17 criminal charges and lost nearly everything. Now,
she’s working, has a car, and is getting a house.

“I know it was God,” she said. “I went for checkups
even after I got clean, and they wanted to admit me
because I was in such bad shape. The doctors called
me a walking corpse. I know the only reason I’m alive
is God.”

MONTHLY GIVING DOES MORE

FINDING MORE THAN SOBRIETY

It’s affordable 
By giving monthly, you choose an amount that 
makes sense for you. Plus, you have the ability to 
change the amount of your pledge at any time.

Save time 
Save time with an easy automatic monthly  
credit card donation.

To sign up for monthly giving, go to: fwrm.org/monthlygift

Big impact 
Your monthly gift reduces our administrative 
costs so we can put more of your donation to 
work for people in need.

Less paper 
Receive less mail and help reduce  
your footprint.
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I think we can all agree that 2020 was a year full of unknowns and 
uncertainties. It quickly became a year that many of us were counting 
down the days until it was over. A lot of people experienced fear and 
doubts about what the future would hold. One thing that remains the same 
is that we must continue to hold onto the steadfast hope that we have in 
Jesus Christ. Through every up and down, Jesus will remain our source of 
strength and peace. 

We truly can’t thank you enough for all of your prayers and support, 
especially during an incredibly unprecedented year. Because of you, many 
men, women, and children’s lives were transformed and changed for 
good. Whether you donated your time, money or other resources, your 
commitment to The Mission provided hope, dignity, and restoration to 
those served. 

A new year always brings a new set of challenges, but our focus will not 
change. We look forward to continuing our efforts in transforming lives 
through the love of Jesus Christ. To provide a home for the homeless, food 
for the hungry, and hope for their future. Again, we can’t thank you enough 
for your continued support. Without you, we could not continue our God 
given mission. We pray for a blessed and safe new year to you all. 
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Thank You

God Bless,

Rev. Donovan A. Coley, Sr., MA 
CEO/Senior Pastor
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YOUR SUPPORT IS CHANGING LIVES FOR GOOD. People like Anthony are overcoming unbelievable 

turmoil, neglect, heartbreak,and disappointment. Lives are changing because of you! Will you continue to 

support men, women, and children who are facing a homeless crisis by sending in your best gift today?

Stay Connected
Email __________________________________________

I prefer to receive correspondence through: (check one)

email        postal mail other (please specify)________

Thank you for your support!
Your contribution is 100% tax-deductible.

fwrm.org/newsletter

Please send me information about: (Check all that apply)

(Information above)

I also want to give to The Capital Campaign

Please pray for: 

Attending special events

Volunteering

Touring The Rescue Mission

Planned Giving

Monthly Giving

Double your Donation!
Does your organization offer 
matching gifts? Not sure? Find out 
at fwrm.org/match

Does your company offer a match  
but isn’t listed? Let us know below!

(name of your company)

galaSpring
Friday, May 7th at 7PM

fwrm.org/trmgala21  |  #trmgala21

LIVESTREAM & AUCTION 

SAVE     DATEThe


