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The Rescue Mission’s Charis
House former resident, Tawana,
has made quite the impact in Fort
Wayne since she commenced. She
has dedicated her life to inspire
and change the hearts of people
across the region. While Tawana
is extremely proud of where she is
now, she will never forget where
she came from.

“Charis House is where my life
changed,” Tawana said. “God spoke
to me and said it’s not about why
you are here, but who are you
here for.”
Tawana based her new life
completely around those words.
“God gave me a mission.”
More than ten years after
graduating from the long-term
program at Charis House, Tawana
is sober, and a thriving community
member.

Abuse. Addiction. Prison. Tawana
had every excuse to give up.
“Some of the things I said I would
never do, I did,” Tawana said.
Her poor choices also impacted
her daughter. “My mom introduced
me to marijuana... I loved my mom,
but at times didn’t like who she
had become,” said Tawana’s oldest
daughter, Cierra.
Tawana’s casual drug use
developed into a drug addiction
that nearly ended her life.
“I was so tired and had lost all
hope. I started asking God, why
was this my life? And He
answered me.”
Tawana made a call to The Rescue
Mission’s Charis House and was
welcomed with open arms.
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She is an active member of her
church, hosting bible studies and
groups to further the kingdom of
God. “I am on an assignment for
the Lord. It’s that simple.”
Tawana took her assignment
seriously and started multiple
ministries. She began a ministry
called Truth Seekers, which focuses
on teaching the Word of God
to teens.
She also began a mentorship
program called “W.O.K.E. (Women
of Kingdom Excellence).” The
program is meant to enlighten,
encourage, and empower every
woman from every walk of life.
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Tawana continues to grow in her
faith and wants to build on the
opportunities she has been given
to minister to her community. She
also recognizes the impact The
Rescue Mission and Charis House
had in her journey.

“The Rescue
Mission’s Charis
House is where my life
changed. It’s where my
new beginning started.”
“When you support a ministry such
as this, not only are you helping
that individual, but you are a part
of helping broken families come
back together,” Tawana said.
“You’re a part of my daughter
saying, ‘My mama has changed.’
This ministry is the real deal. It’s
helping people every day.”
“If it wasn’t for Charis House, I don’t
think I’d be here for my children. It
changed my life. So, I thank God for
Charis House. It’s a life saver. It’s
my miracle place.”

FROM PAIN TO PURPOSE
Everett was heavily addicted to cocaine and hated
who he had become. It took an overdose and a
near- death experience for him to realize he wanted
a better life. However, his addiction had a firm hold
on him. Attempting sobriety alone, he locked himself
in his home for three days. Unfortunately, on the
fourth day, he lost his will to fight and was back on
the streets looking for drugs. That was the same day
that he ran into a friend who encouraged him to go
to The Rescue Mission to get sober.
After checking himself into The Rescue Mission,
Everett learned about the long-term program. He
prayed that God would help him get through it one
day at a time. He recalls seeing others excelling in
the program and thinking, “I want to be like those
guys.” As each day went by, he took the time to
thank God for every good thing.
As he continued through the program, he was
introduced to the TenPoint Coalition. As he served
his community with the group, he found purpose in
his troubled past. “God took my mess and my pain
and turned it into beauty.” God was showing Everett
that our pain is never wasted.

HOPE “TO GO”
THIS EASTER.
While our Easter meal was a carryout meal,
donors and volunteers made it possible to
provide hope for the most vulnerable residents
in our community. Thank you to everyone who
donated their time, treasure, or talents to make
this meal special.

Everett graduated from The Rescue Mission’s longterm program within 15 months. Currently, he has
an apartment and car. He is also in the process of
purchasing his own home.
While serving at his church as an usher, he has
rebuilt healthy relationships with his three children
and works full-time at The Rescue Mission. “I’m
grateful for where I am at and want to grow within
The Mission. Being able to serve and feeling worthy
and valuable is the fuel that keeps me going. I want
to save lives. I want to save the world.”

LOVING THY
NEIGHBOR
Steve and Becky sold their property and home
nearly three years ago and moved to a downtown
Fort Wayne apartment. The move helped them
control their expenses and focus on the things they
love – enjoying downtown establishments, traveling
the world, and supporting their philanthropic desires.
Steve said, “We are not wealthy philanthropists, but
we have minded our finances over the years and do
like to donate money to many non-profits doing the
good work that makes Fort Wayne a great place
to live.”

their church. After living downtown for more than 18
months and interacting with the homeless regularly,
the pandemic hit. “When the first stimulus came,
we decided to divide the money among four nonprofits, including our first donation to The Rescue
Mission.”
Steve and Becky chose to give because they like
to support organizations that are “working to
make a difference in the community – both from an
immediate, short-term perspective and a long-term,
transformative perspective. We believe The Rescue
Mission does each of these and are thrilled we can
help as we are able.”

Steve spent years working downtown and had
become familiar with the homeless population while
going on daily walks. This raised his awareness of the
need in our community and the work being done by
Thank you, Steve and Becky, for your giving
The Rescue Mission. In retirement, Steve and Becky
spirits and servant hearts. God Bless!
became involved with several non-profits through

MAKE A LASTING IMPACT
Monthly giving is the most important part of creating sustainable funding. The Rescue Mission
receives no government funding, and our services are made possible from donations by businesses,
foundations, and donors like you. Here are a few reasons to consider switching to monthly giving:

It’s affordable

Big impact

By giving monthly, you choose an amount that
makes sense for you. Plus, you can change the
amount of your pledge at any time.

Your monthly gift reduces our administrative
costs so we can put more of your donation to
work for people in need.

Save time

Less paper

Save time with an automatic monthly credit
card donation.

Receive less mail and help reduce
your footprint.

To sign up for monthly giving, go to: fwrm.org/monthlygift
fwrm.org
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THE RESCUE MISSION’S

FALL BANQUET
featuring

DAVID PHELPS
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26
ALLEN COUNTY WAR
MEMORIAL COLISEUM
PURCHASE TICKETS AT:
FWRM.ORG/BANQUET21
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Your support is changing lives for good. People like Tawana are overcoming unbelievable turmoil,
neglect, heartbreak, and disappointment. Lives are changing because of you! Will you continue to
support men, women, and children facing a homeless crisis by sending in your best gift today?

Thank you for your support!
Your contribution is 100% tax-deductible.

Stay Connected
Email __________________________________________
I prefer to receive correspondence through: (check one)
email

postal mail

Please send me information about: (Check all that apply)

fwrm.org/newsletter
I also want to give to The Capital Campaign
(Information above)

Attending special events
Volunteering
Touring The Rescue Mission
Planned Giving
Monthly Giving

Double your Donation!

Does your employer offer matching
gifts? Not sure? Find out at
fwrm.org/match
Does your company offer a match
but not listed? Let us know below!

Please pray for:
(name of your company)

