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Zechariah grew up in what 
he considered to be a normal 
home. With a relative in the 
area, he relocated to Fort 
Wayne hoping to find a new  
job and start new life. 

Unfortunately, Zech met 
some troubled people and 
began experimenting with 
drugs. “I was someone who 
never wanted to assume what 
another’s life was like. I saw all 
these people ruining their lives 
with drugs and told myself, no 
that is not what I am doing. I am 
just having fun,” said Zech.

What started as casual use 
quickly became an addiction. “I 
landed with some bad people 
who I couldn’t trust, but I 
basically had no one else. I was 
sad, depressed, and thought I 
had no way out.”

Zech was riding around town on 
a city bus, with no idea where 
to go or what to do.  Zech said, 
“Someone on the bus told me 
about The Rescue Mission. I 

didn’t know anything about the 
place, but had a good feeling 
about it for some reason.”

After going in and out of The 
Rescue Mission’s emergency 
ministry, Zech realized that he 
needed more help and enrolled 
in the long-term program.

“The Rescue Mission gave 
me hope, plain and simple. It 
showed me I could succeed and 
gave me a reason to want to 
succeed.”

“I got a lot of help, I had to work 
on myself. I was doing my own 
thing and The Rescue Mission 
gave me the structure and rules 
to figure things out.”

Zech knows that without The 
Rescue Mission, he might not 
have survived. “The Mission 
gave me hope, plain and simple. 
It showed me I could succeed 
and gave me a reason to want 
to succeed.”

Zech is now living in his own 
apartment and has a job he 
really likes. Zech admits that he 
still struggles, but knows God 
is there and can help get him 
through whatever trouble he 
may be facing.

“Without The Rescue Mission 
and God, I don’t know where I 
would be. I am thankful every 
day for what God did for me 
and for The Rescue Mission 
being here to show me the 
way.”
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to succeed.”



Jenn was two days old when her mother abandoned 
her at the hospital. Throughout her childhood and 
teenage years, she suffered from abuse and neglect. 
As a young adult, Jenn was in several toxic and 
abusive relationships. Injuries sustained from abuse 
left her in a coma for a week.

Like many victims of abuse or domestic violence, 
she experienced fear, isolation, shame and low 
confidence. “In my desperation, I thought I might 
have to go back to him,” Jenn said. But soon after, 
she found Charis House, the women and children’s 
ministry of The Rescue Mission. Jenn had planned to 
stay for two weeks, but stayed for two years.

“I didn’t think I needed long-term programming. I 
wasn’t an alcoholic and I didn’t do drugs.” Jenn said. 
She soon learned that Charis House was more than 
a place for people with addictions and that it could 
save her life. “Had I not stayed at Charis House, 
I’d probably not be alive. My kids wouldn’t have a 
mother and I wouldn’t have been able to process 
everything I’d been through.”

The Rescue Mission’s Charis House also brought  
Jenn back to God. She had to work through anger 
towards God, but credits her return to God in  
helping her children.

 
 

“It’s an amazing thing that happens at Charis House,” 
she said. “Yes, I made a tremendous transformation, 
but I look at my kids and what they’re accomplishing.
The changes in them from when we arrived to now 
is just amazing. I owe it all to Charis House.” Jenn is 
not only thankful for the staff at Charis House, but the 
donors and volunteers, as well.

“I wish I could hug all of them,” Jenn said. “Without 
donors and volunteers, Charis House wouldn’t exist. 
What would become of all the women and children? 
I thank the donors from the bottom of my heart for 
everything that they do.”

Since graduating from the long-term program, Jenn 
has her own home and is working full-time as a 
manager at a local restaurant.

Last month, Huntington University’s Veritas Theology 
Institute sent a group of high school students to take 
a tour and learn more about The Rescue Mission. 
The program helps to engage high school students 
in Bible study, learn the roles and responsibilities 
of Christ’s church in our world, and discover what 
Christian leaders should be doing.

Fifteen students and seven adults, who sponsor and 
teach the students, attended the tour and learn. 
The group heard stories from former residents and 
learned about the vision and mission of The Rescue 
Mission. After their tour, the group distributed 
goodies to residents and the community.
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YOU KEPT JENN FROM GOING BACK

SAVE THE DATE

Each time I talk with our residents and they reflect on The Rescue 
Mission’s donors and volunteers, it’s an emotional moment. When 
the men and women at The Rescue Mission realize that it’s the 
community that provides for them, they are often even moved to 
tears.

The impact you have on the lives of the hungry and homeless in 
the Fort Wayne area is priceless. By saying, “I care,” you’re saying 
you believe in people finding Real Change through our restorative 
programs.

In 2 Corinthians 9:7, Paul says, “Each of you should give what 
you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

I want to thank you for being a cheerful giver, for following God’s 
call to care for the poor. Your generosity does not go unnoticed 
by Rescue Mission staff, and it certainly doesn’t go unnoticed by 
the men and women who utilize the Mission’s services. 

Jenn was just two days old when her mother 
abandoned her at the hospital. And after that, 
abuse of every kind destroyed her childhood and 
teen years. 

As a young adult, Jenn went from one bad 
relationship to the next, never believing she 
deserved anything better. One relationship was so 
toxic that it left her in the hospital for a week in a 
coma. 

Although she got away from the man who so 
badly beat her, Jenn eventually found herself in a 
position with no place to go.

“In my desperation, I thought I 
might have to go back to him,” 
she said.

But Jenn found Charis House. 
She planned on staying two 
weeks. She stayed for two years.

“I had met some amazing people 
who kept talking about the long-
term program,” Jenn said. “But I 
didn’t think I needed it. I wasn’t 
an alcoholic, I didn’t do drugs.”

Jenn quickly learned that Charis House was more 
than just a place for those with addictions to drugs 
and alcohol. She learned that Charis House would 
save her life.

“I thank God and Charis House every single day,” 
she said. “Had I not stayed at Charis House, I would 
have gone back to him. I’d probably not be alive. 
My kids wouldn’t have a mother. I wouldn’t have 
been able to get through and process everything 
I’d been through.”

Charis House also brought Jenn back to God. 
Although it wasn’t easy, and she had to work 
through some anger towards God, she did find her 
way back. 

She credits her return to God in 
helping her children as well.

“It’s an amazing thing that 
happens at Charis House,” she 
said. “Yes, I made a tremendous 
transformation, but I look 
at my kids and what they’re 
accomplishing. The changes in 
them from when we got here to 

now is just amazing. I owe it all to Charis House.”

Jenn is not only thankful for the staff at Charis 
House, but the donors and volunteers, as well.

“I wish I could hug all of them,” Jenn said. “Without 
donors and volunteers, Charis House wouldn’t 
exist. What would become of all the women and 
children? I thank the donors from the bottom of 
my heart for everything that they do.”

Jenn graduated the long-term program years ago, 
and has been working full-time as a manager at a 
local restaurant and has her own home.

Learn more about Jenn’s story on our YouTube 
channel:

www.YouTube.com/FWRescueMission

VOLUNTEERS:
We want to say “THANK YOU!”

The Rescue Mission 
and its ministries 
could not promote 
REAL CHANGE in our 
community without 
the help of volunteers. 
We want to say “Thank 
You” to those who 
have served at The 
Rescue Mission and 
made a difference in 
the lives of the hungry 

“It’s an 
amazing thing 
that happens at 
Charis House.”

Sunday
July 9

Headwaters Park-
Three Rivers 

Festival

and homeless.

Each volunteer can 
request up to four 
tickets from The 
Rescue Mission, first-
come, first-served. 
If you’ve got more 
guests, general 
admission tickets are 
$10 and kids 12 and 
under get in FREE!

Food and treats for all volunteers 
in our VIP area!

To get your FREE ticket, please contact Jamie 
Hakes at jamie@therescuemission.net or at 

260.426.7357 ext 118.

Rev. Donovan A. Coley, Sr.
CEO│Senior Pastor

Donate today:
TheRescueMission.net

Every Tuesday is

SENIOR DAY!
Shoppers ages 
50+ save 20% 

OFF their entire 
purchase!Located in Coldwater Crossing, down from Hobby Lobby



Tom Davis is a Team USA Paralympian Handcyclist 
who has won the Boston Marathon 5 years in his 
category. He has also competed in the 2016 Rio 
Paralympic Games. Tom finished first at the 2021 
Tokyo Paralympic Time Trials and is currently 
training for the games in Tokyo.

In 2006, Tom was in a tragic accident while serving 
in the armed forces. His Humvee was attacked and 
hit by an improvised explosive device (IED). After 
numerous surgeries to repair his body including a 
spinal fusion, the decision was made to amputate his 
left leg above the knee.

In 2016, Tom and his family were looking for a new 
church, but struggled to find a place to call home. 
During their search, Tom discovered The Rescue 
Mission. Money normally set aside for tithing was 
given to The Rescue Mission instead. “I don’t believe 

that the Bible says that we must donate to the 
specific Church but rather to the body of Christ,” 
Tom said.

While Tom does not have any specific ties to The 
Rescue Mission, he admits that in his younger years, 
he struggled with alcohol use. He has been sober 
since 2004. “We’re glad that we can help with all the 
amazing work that The Rescue Mission does!”

Tom sums up their giving simply by saying, “We  
believe that we have been extremely blessed, but 
that blessing is not just for us. We are taught in the 
Bible that we are to help others when we see the 
need and we can.”

 Thank you Tom and the Davis family 
for your perseverance and desire to 
help those most in need. God Bless!

MAKE A LASTING IMPACT

YOU SAVED JENN’S LIFE

It’s affordable 
By giving monthly, you choose an amount that 
makes sense for you. Plus, you can change the 
amount of your pledge at any time.

Save time 
Save time with an automatic monthly credit  
card donation.

To sign up for monthly giving, go to: fwrm.org/monthlygift

Big impact 
Your monthly gift reduces our administrative 
costs so we can put more of your donation to 
work for people in need.

Less paper 
Receive less mail and help reduce  
your footprint.

fwrm.org      ph 260.426.7357

Monthly giving is the most important part of creating sustainable funding. The Rescue Mission 
receives no government funding, and our services are made possible from donations by businesses, 
foundations, and donors like you. Here are a few reasons to consider switching to monthly giving:

GRATEFUL AND  
TOKYO BOUND

BUILDING  
CHRISTIAN  
LEADERS
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Your support is changing lives for good. People like Tawana are overcoming unbelievable turmoil, 

neglect, heartbreak, and disappointment. Lives are changing because of you! Will you continue to 

support men, women, and children facing a homeless crisis by sending in your best gift today?

Stay Connected
Email __________________________________________

I prefer to receive correspondence through: (check one)

email        postal mail

Thank you for your support!
Your contribution is 100% tax-deductible.

fwrm.org/newsletter

Please send me information about: (Check all that apply)

(Information above)

I also want to give to The Capital Campaign

Please pray for: 

Attending special events

Volunteering

Touring The Rescue Mission

Planned Giving

Monthly Giving

Double your Donation!
Does your employer offer matching 
gifts? Not sure? Find out at  
fwrm.org/match

Does your company offer a match  
but not listed? Let us know below!

(name of your company)

ONE OF A KIND 
OPPORTUNITY
LEARN MORE AT FWRM.ORG/ONENIGHT


