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If you had talked to Patrick 
seven years ago and told him 
where he would be today, he 
wouldn’t have believed you. 

Patrick had become the person 
he never wanted to be. He was 
raised to be a model citizen, but 
at a young age fell in love with 
an unhealthy lifestyle.

“I fell in love with the streets. 
The behavior, the lifestyle, 
everything that it involved. 
By the time I was 14, I was 
completely part of the streets.”

Patrick moved to Fort Wayne 
to be closer to his sister and try 
and start a new life. He quickly 
ended up back on the streets 
and in an even worse place  
than before.

“I found where the drugs were 
and made friends with everyone 
who could get them for me.”

Patrick’s addiction ruled his  
life for many years. He was in 
and out of jail more times than 
he can recall and had accepted 

he would die on the streets. 

“I had given up, honestly. I 
assumed I would just die on the 
streets or in jail.”

Patrick was given a chance to 
enter drug court and he asked 
to attend The Rescue Mission to 
complete the program.

Patrick completed his 
programming at The Rescue 
Mission, got a job, a house and 
started rebuilding his life. He 
never strayed far from The 
Mission though. He would come 
back often to visit with the men, 
take them to church, or eat 
dinner with them.

“I loved being around others 
and encouraging them in any 
way I could.”

Patrick officially started 
working at The Rescue Mission 
in 2018. His role is to connect 
community members with 
services within the community. 

“Patrick is doing something that 
no one else in the community 
can do,” said Pastor Sharon 
Gerig, Community Resource 
Specialist at The Rescue 
Mission. “He has helped men we 
were unable to reach for years 
find services they needed. I can 
safely say he has saved the lives 
of 15 to 20 individuals that no 
one else was able to assist.” 

Patrick thanks God and The 
Rescue Mission for allowing him 
to live out his life’s new mission 
- helping others. He also thanks 
donors like you for making this 
all possible.

“Somebody thought about the 
next person, somebody cared 
enough to save my life and that 
means the world. Thank you.”

To hear more of Patrick’s story 
and see his video visit fwrm.org.
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“I asked to go to 
The Rescue Mission 
because I knew they 

could help change my 
life - and they did.”



When Megan walked into The Rescue Mission she 
knew one thing, she didn’t plan on staying long. She 
didn’t even want to unpack.

“I didn’t want to be here,” Megan said. “I was so upset 
and wondering why my life was like this. But, I knew 
that I needed to be here.”

Although Megan has never struggled with drugs or 
alcohol, a series of events with her family and the 
father of her children left Megan and her two sons 
with nowhere to go and no hope in sight.

“I had tried counseling to fix things, I tried talking with 
everyone to figure out where to go and how to help,” 
she said. “I figured Charis House was my last shot.”

And it was just the shot Megan needed to begin a 
search for Real Change.

“If I wouldn’t have had this support system at Charis 
House, I don’t know what I’d be doing,” Megan said.  
“I don’t think I’d be able to hold it together through 
all of this. I want to be a stronger, more  
independent person.”

Megan’s relationship with God has grown, 
as well. She credits the staff for being very 
influential in her spiritual walk. It’s even rubbed 
off on her boys.

“We were out to eat recently and my son said, 
‘Mom, close your eyes, we have to pray!’”

Megan is determined to give her family the 
bright future she feels they deserve. She has 
dreams of owning her own home, feeling 
secure, and being able to tell her sons that  
they aren’t struggling anymore.

“I’ve put them through a lot, but now I want 
to get it right for them,” Megan said. “I’m very 
grateful for Charis House and the opportunity 
that I have here. I can’t wait to start working, 
save money, get a car, and know that I have 
everything because I worked hard for it, and 
nobody can take that away from me again.”

MAKE A LASTING IMPACT

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT GOING BEYOND THE CALL

“I am excited to see what 
else is in store for me.”

It’s affordable 
By giving monthly, you choose an amount that 
makes sense for you. Plus, you can change the 
amount of your pledge at any time.

Save time 
Save time with an automatic monthly credit  
card donation.

To sign up for monthly giving, go to: fwrm.org/monthlygift

Big impact 
Your monthly gift reduces our administrative 
costs so we can put more of your donation to 
work for people in need.

Less paper 
Receive less mail and help reduce  
your footprint.

Monthly giving is the most important part of creating sustainable funding. The Rescue Mission 
receives no government funding, and our services are made possible from donations by businesses, 
foundations, and donors like you. Here are a few reasons to consider switching to monthly giving:



2021 has been a year no one could have 
anticipated. Coming out of 2020, we were all 
hoping to get back to a sense of normal, but 
God knew better. 2021, while it has been a trying 
year and pushed many people beyond what they 
thought possible, it has also opened the door for 
God to shine through.

At The Rescue Mission, we know God has always 
had His hand on our mission, but over these 
past 18 months, His presence has been more 
evident than ever before. From the doors God 
has opened, to the generosity of the community 
we call home, God has continued to provide and 
bless The Rescue Mission in these trying times.

While much has changed in 2021 for The Rescue 
Mission, including having to re-evaluate events, 
change how we serve our holiday meals, and 
much more, the community support has allowed 
us to serve even more people amidst the 
ongoing challenges. Because of those challenges, 
we continue to have a greater need of support 
from our community than ever before.

The Rescue Mission accepts no government 
funding and as such, relies on the support of our 

community to continue providing vital services 
for our neighbors in need. 

Without our partners listed below and the 
support of so many individual community 
members, The Rescue Mission would not be  
able to operate.

Thank you to our sponsors below and everyone 
in the community who have stepped up and 
helped during these unprecedented times. 
2021 was a year that you could have backed 
away from your support and many would have 
understood. However, you stepped into your 
faith and trusted that God would provide where 
you needed him most. 

Thank you again for your support and God bless 
everyone during this Holiday season!

God Bless!

THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT GOING BEYOND THE CALL
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Rev. Donovan A. Coley Sr., MA
CEO  |  Senior Pastor
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Your support is changing lives for good. People like Tawana are overcoming unbelievable turmoil, 

neglect, heartbreak, and disappointment. Lives are changing because of you! Will you continue to 

support men, women, and children facing a homeless crisis by sending in your best gift today?

Stay Connected
Email __________________________________________

I prefer to receive correspondence through: (check one)

email        postal mail

Thank you for your support!
Your contribution is 100% tax-deductible.

fwrm.org/newsletter

Please send me information about: (Check all that apply)

Please pray for: 

Attending special events

Volunteering

Touring The Rescue Mission

Planned Giving

Monthly Giving

Double your Donation!
Does your employer offer matching 
gifts? Not sure? Find out at  
fwrm.org/match

Does your company offer a match  
but not listed? Let us know below!

(name of your company)

2021 CHRISTMAS CATALOG

Reason for theSeason
The 2021 Rescue Mission Christmas Catalog 

is your chance to make the Christmas 
season special for someone in need. 
Donations benefit men, women, and 

children experiencing a homeless crisis.

Download the catalog and purchase items at: fwrm.org/catalog


