
W E A L T H  A D V I S O R  Q U A R T E R L Y

According to the Institute for Divorce Financial Analysts, here are 
the top 5 reasons to hire a firm with a CDFA professional (https://
www.institutedfa.com/why-hire-cdfa/):
 1. Financial analysis conducted early in the divorce process can 

save time.
 2. A CDFA can help his/her clients save money during the 

divorce process.
 3. A CDFA can help his/her clients to avoid long-term financial 

pitfalls related to divorce agreements.
 4. CDFA professionals can assist their clients with developing 

detailed budgets to help avoid post-divorce financial struggles.
 5. Using a CDFA professional can reduce the amount of 

apprehension and misunderstanding about the divorce process.

Please help us in congratulating Chris on this great accomplishment. 
We are excited to have someone in the office that is qualified to 
help support our advisors with their clients and such sensitive 
matters. Divorce is a very hard subject, but we aim to provide 
excellent financial advice during any stage of our client’s lives, 
even the difficult chapters. 

Way to go Chris! n
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WAG on the Move
Chris Slyby, CDFA
Client Relationship Manager  
We are very excited to announce the newest 
certification that Chris Slyby has added to 
our knowledge base. Chris has completed the 
course work and tests to achieve the Certified 
Divorce Financial Analysts designation. By being 
a CDFA professional, Chris is able to provide 
insight to the advisors to help anyone facing 
a divorce situation, determine the short-term 

and long-term financial 
impact of any proposed 
divorce settlement. He 
also provides valuable 
information to our team 
on financial issues 
that are related to the 
divorce, such as tax 
consequences, dividing 
pension plans, continued 
health care coverage, 
stock option elections 
and much more.  

YTD Returns Through  
March 31, 2016
Dow Jones Inds. +2.20

S&P 500 +1.35

Barclays Aggregate Bond +3.03

MSCI EAFE  -2.88

MSCI Emerging Mkts.  +5.75
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Tax and 
Legislation 
Corner
Presidential Elections and the 
Stock Market  
Investor doubts may seem 
especially rampant during 
presidential election years when 
campaigns spotlight the country’s 
challenges. Yet even with election 
year rhetoric magnifying the 
negative, it’s important to focus on 
your long term goals. 

Beliefs about which political party 
is best for the markets might 
discourage you from investing, but 
as you can see from the chart to 
the right, whether the GOP or the 
Democrats claim the presidency, 
market returns look tremendously 
similar. Investment success has 
depended more on the strength and 
resilience of the American economy 
than on which candidate or party 
holds office.

Successful long term investors stay 
the course and rely on time rather 
than timing. n

Presidential Terms and the S&P 500 

Average Democratic Term Annualized Return: 10.71%

Average Republican Term Annualized Return: 10.48%

 1. 1936 through 2011

 2. 19 U.S. Presidential Elections 

 3. 10 Democrats and 9 Republicans

 4. 12 different presidents

* The S&P 500 index is an unmanaged capitalization weighted index of 500 stocks designed 
to measure performance of the broad domestic economy through changes in the aggregate 
market value of 500 stocks representing all major industries. Return calculations computed 
using Dimensional’s Returns 2.0 software. This content is distributed for informational 
purposes, and it is not to be construed as an offer, solicitation, recommendation, or 
endorsement. n       

Tax Return Holding Period
Wealth Advisors Group has been asked by clients how long they should hold on 
to their past tax returns. While taxpayers are generally only legally responsible for 
returns for the past seven tax years, the best practice is to hold them indefinitely.    

2

    S&P 500 
Term President Party Annualized Return*
1936–1939 Franklin Roosevelt Democratic 3.25%
1940–1943 Franklin Roosevelt Democratic 4.85%
1944–1947 Franklin Roosevelt Democratic 12.24%
1948–1951 Harry Truman Democratic 19.62%
1952–1955 Dwight Eisenhower Republican 23.85%
1956–1959 Dwight Eisenhower Republican 11.15%
1960–1963 John F. Kennedy Democratic 9.32%
1964–1967 Lyndon Johnson Democratic 9.95%
1968–1971 Richard Nixon Republican 4.86%
1972–1975 Richard Nixon Republican 0.61%
1976–1979 Jimmy Carter Democratic 9.75%
1980–1983 Ronald Reagan Republican 16.98%
1984–1987 Ronald Reagan Republican 15.03%
1988–1991 George H.W. Bush Republican 18.04%
1992–1995 Bill Clinton Democratic 13.36%
1996–1999 Bill Clinton Democratic 26.39%
2000–2003 George W. Bush Republican -5.34%
2004–2007 George W. Bush Republican 9.18%
2008–2011 Barack Obama Democratic -1.64%
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Do you volunteer? You may have a 
charitable deduction available to you.
Many of our clients make the admirable choice 
to give of their time through volunteering. Did you 
know that some of your expenses associated with 
volunteering could be tax deductible? Below is 
a series of questions and answers from the IRS 
website outlining a few examples in regards to what 
might be deductible. As always, please consult your 
tax preparer if you are wondering about volunteer 
deductions.

Volunteers’ Questions and Answers
If you volunteer for a qualified organization, the 
following questions and answers may apply to you. 
See, in particular, https://www.irs.gov/publications/
p17/ch24.html, Table 24-2, Out-of-Pocket Expenses 
in Giving Services.

Q: I volunteer 6 hours a week in the office of a 
qualified organization. The receptionist is paid 
$10 an hour for the same work. Can I deduct 
$60 a week for my time? 

A: No, you can’t deduct the value of your time or 
services.

Q: The office is 30 miles from my home. Can I 
deduct any of my car expenses for these trips? 

A: Yes, you can deduct the costs of gas and oil that 
are directly related to getting to and from the 
place where you volunteer. If you don’t want to 
figure your actual costs, you can deduct 14 cents 
for each mile.

Q: I volunteer as a Red Cross nurse’s aide at a 
hospital. Can I deduct the cost of the uniforms I 
must wear? 

A: Yes, you can deduct the cost of buying and 
cleaning your uniforms if the hospital is a 
qualified organization, the uniforms aren’t 
suitable for everyday use and you must wear 
them when volunteering.

Q: I pay a babysitter to watch my children while 
I volunteer for a qualified organization. Can I 
deduct these costs? 

A: No, you can’t deduct payments for childcare 
expenses as a charitable contribution, even 
if you would be unable to volunteer without 
childcare. n

Technology Update
Wealth 1080: Benefits and Features

Here at WAG, we are always searching out ways to use 
technology to increase the level of service we provide  
to our clients. In doing that, we employ a web-based 
financial planning tool that we call Wealth 1080. This  
all-encompassing planning approach combines our  
Wealth 1080 sophisticated technology, along with 
our planning process to optimize our client’s results. 
Wealth1080 allows you to organize, coordinate, and  
stay on top of your financial goals while planning for the 
future.

Here are some of the benefits and features for our clients 
using Wealth 1080:

 1. Organizer – Connect all of your accounts and 
information for an organized consolidated view of 
everything pertaining to your financial well-being.

 2. Financial Workshop – See if you’re on target to reach 
your most important goals.

 3. Education Center – Your own library of videos,  
articles and resources to increase your financial 
knowledge.

 4. Vault – Safely store your most important documents 
for quick and easy access.

 5. Expense Tracking – Know how much you’re spending 
and where.

 6. Budgeting Tools – Sets budgets to help you reach your 
savings goals.

 7. Mobile – Your complete financial picture is now 
accessible from most smart phones.

 8. Investments – Interactive charts and detailed views 
provide you with increased visibility into your 
accounts.

Wealth 1080 is an added service that we offer at WAG. If 
you would like more information on how Wealth 1080 can 
work for you, please contact your advisor. n
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Portions of this newsletter have been prepared by LPL Financial. Securities offered 
through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Wealth 
Advisors Group, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial. 4

Client Spotlight 
Phil Allison 
We thought it would be fun to highlight one of 
our clients each quarter. We have discovered 
that many of our clients have interesting 
hobbies, careers, or stories to tell. This month 
the spotlight is on Phil Allison, a pilot with a 
passion for flight.  

Phil learned to fly in 1962 at the age of 15. He 
was taught by his father who had purchased 
a plane and learned to fly the previous year. 
Phil obtained his pilot’s license even before 
his driver’s license. His love for flying only 
continued from there. For 29 years Phil owned 
his own auto parts business, Allison Machine 
Shop and Auto Parts stores. When he sold 
the business in 1986 he became a corporate 
pilot. Phil flew part-time charter for a company 
in Angola, Indiana. He flew various aircrafts 
(including a Citation jet) for Metal Technologies 
in Auburn, Indiana for 18 years. 

He has three planes of his own – including a 
1944 Stearman biplane and a 1959 Cessna 150. 
Designed in the 1930’s, the Stearman trained 
thousands of American pilots in World War II. 
It is the story of his 1959 Cessna 150 that we 
found most amazing. Not only is Phil restoring 
this plane, but it is the exact plane his father 
owned and learned to fly in back in 1961 and the 
plane Phil learned to fly in the following year. 
Phil hunted the plane down in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania. It hadn’t flown since 1987 and was 
sitting outdoors dismantled. After negotiating 
with the owner, Phil brought the plane back to 
Auburn; the plane still had the original engine, 
the original propeller, the original gauges, and 
the serial number it was shipped with. 

When we asked Phil what is his favorite place 
that he has flown, he said the most remarkable 
experience (which you can’t do anymore) is 
flying into Washington National airport. He says 
it is “probably one of the most beautiful, scenic 
trips”. After 9/11, private aircrafts were cut-off 
from flying into Washington National. Now they 
have to fly into gateway airports. Phil says there 
were two approaches to flying into Washington 
National, the Potomac Visual Approach and 
the Mountain Vernon Visual Approach. In the 
approach into Washington National, the pilot 

follows the river over Mount Vernon. Phil says the scenery 
is incredible and there is so much to look at that you have to 
remember to pay attention to flying. In addition, Phil likes flying 
into bigger airports such as Atlanta, Chicago, Dallas, Boston, 
and New York because of the challenge.

Phil has flown notable figures such as Tony Dungy and Larry 
Gatlin. Phil enjoys the traveling that comes along with flying. 
He has been to numerous cities all over the country and has 
traveled to 46 of the 50 states. He has also flown to Canada, 
Mexico, and a little bit in the Caribbean. Phil became a client 
of Wealth Advisors Group after he met Bill Griffin at the Auburn 
airport and found out his profession. 

What is Phil doing now? He retired two years ago and 
currently works as a curator for a private car collection. He 
can’t think of a day in his life where he wasn’t excited to go to 
work because he always had something to look forward to. 
Congratulations Phil on 54 years as a pilot this June! n

“Once you’ve been bitten by the bug it’s just a totally different 
experience than anything else.” – Phil Allison
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The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing. All performance referenced is historical and is no guarantee of future results. All indices are 
unmanaged and may not be invested into directly. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average is comprised of 30 stocks that are major factors in their industries, and widely held by 
individuals and institutional investors. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 Stock Index (S&P 500) is an unmanaged capitalization weighted index of 500 stocks designed 
to measure performance of the broad domestic economy through changes in the aggregate market value of 500 stocks 
representing all major industries. 

The Barclays Capital U.S. Aggregate Bond Index provides a measure of performance of the U.S. investment grade bonds 
market, which includes investment grade U.S. Government bonds, investment grade corporate bonds, mortgage pass-
through securities and asset-backed securities that are publicly offered for sale in the United States. The securities in the 
Index must have at least 1 year remaining to maturity. In addition, the securities must be denominated in US Dollars and must 
be fixed rate, nonconvertible, and taxable.

The Morgan Stanley Capital International (‘MSCI’) Europe, Australia,  Far East Index (‘EAFE’) is an unmanaged index of 
over 900 companies, and is a generally accepted benchmark for major overseas markets. Index weightings represent 
the relative capitalizations of the major overseas markets included in the index on a U.S. dollar adjusted basis. The index 
is calculated separately: without dividends, with gross dividends reinvested and estimated tax withheld, and with gross 
dividends reinvested, in both U.S. dollars and local currency. 

The Morgan Stanley Capital International (‘MSCI’) Emerging Markets Index adjusts the market capitalization of index 
constituents for free float and targets for index inclusion 85% of free float-adjusted market capitalization in each industry 
group, in global emerging markets countries. As of June 2007, the MSCI Emerging Markets Index consisted of the following 
25 emerging market country indexes: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, Czech Republic, Egypt, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Israel, Jordan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Russia, South Africa, 
Taiwan, Thailand, and Turkey.
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