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YTD Returns Through
March 31, 2018
Dow Jones Inds.

-1.94

S&P 500

-1.00

Barclays Aggregate Bond

-1.47

MSCI EAFE

-0.90

MSCI Emerging Mkts.

+2.46

WAG on the Move
Schwab Advantage Conference 2018
At the core of our decision to transition to
Charles Schwab in the Fall of 2017, was to
align our firm with a custodian that not only
understands and supports the unique needs of
our clients but promotes independent RIA firms
like Wealth Advisors Group (WAG). In March
of this year, Patrick O’Connell attended the
Schwab Advantage conference, brining a select
number of RIA firms (like WAG) together with
industry experts, Schwab senior executives,
and like-minded peers who have already
achieved success. It was a two-day forum
energized with innovative ideas, connections,
and differentiating client experiences.
The conference kicked off with Jon Beatty,
Senior VP of Charles Schwab and Bernie
Clark, Executive VP of Charles Schwab
discussing industry trends, benchmarks and
best practices. It was very encouraging to hear
that many of these best practices and trends
are already ingrained in the culture of WAG
by putting our clients best interest first. There

was also an emphasis on being innovative from a place of
strength. This emphasis played in to our decision to change
custodians a year ago.
After updates on technology trends and cybersecurity
safeguards (in which WAG has invested heavily), they dove
into U.S. politics, the markets, and geopolitical forces
influencing our world. Among the speakers were Liz Ann
Sonders, SVP, Chief Investment Strategist of Charles Schwab
and Ian Bremmer, President and Founder of the Eurasia
Group. Topics covered ranged from where we are in the
current economic cycle, near term earnings expectations and
interest rates, trade war implications, North Korea, China,
Europe and U.S. congressional elections this Fall. While no
one has a crystal ball showing what the future will hold, it
was a very insightful forum with practical considerations for
our investment committee.
Throughout the conference, there were many opportunities to
trade ideas and best practices with other successful advisors
across the country. Again, it was encouraging to hear our
planning process and approach to investing very much
validated while also receiving updates and additional ideas
for how we handle technology, compliance, and operational
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efficiencies. Overall, it was a great use of a couple
of days away from the office and we are excited to
participate in future events like this one.

education program with the Yale School of Management’s
Investment Management Theory & Practice program.

n

Wedding Bells
We are thrilled to share with you that Rachael
Burke married Rob Veenstra on March, 17 2018,
here in Fort Wayne, IN. Rachael and Rob
exchanged their vows at their church, which was
then followed by a reception held at Baker Street
Station where they danced the night away. They
were able to get away to Hilton Head Island,
South Carolina, for their honeymoon. Rachael and
Rob are excited to move
into a new apartment
here in May, which is
closer to both of their
jobs. Rob is a personal
banker with Chase
Bank, and Rachael is
working on learning all
that she can about the
financial industry as
she is taking on more
responsibilities here at
WAG. Congratulations
Rachael and Rob, we
wish you many years
filled with love, laughter,
and happiness!
n

Mark “Auggie” DePrez – Completes the
requirements for his CIMA® designation

Please join us in congratulating Mark DePrez on
completing all requirements to obtain his Certified
Investment Management Analyst® (CIMA®)
certification. The certification process includes a
comprehensive background check, at least
3 years of relevant financial services experience,
a qualification exam, an executive education
program through a registered education provider,
and a comprehensive Certification Exam.
The certification is backed by the Investments and
Wealth Institute, and Mark completed his executive

The curriculum includes five main knowledge domains:
• Fundamentals – statistics and methods, applied
finance, economics, global capital markets
• Investments – vehicles, equity, fixed income,
alternative investments, options/futures, real assets
• Portfolio Theory and Behavioral Finance – theories
and models, investment philosophies and styles,
tools and strategies
• Risk and Return – attribution of risk, risk
measurements, performance measurement and
attribution
• Portfolio Construction and Consulting Process –
ethics, client discovery, investment policy, portfolio
construction, manager search and selection, portfolio
review and revisions
WAG is excited about the knowledge and expertise
garnered from this newly completed accreditation.
Congratulations Mark on completing this achievement!

n

Tax Corner
Qualified Charitable Deductions vs.
Donor-Advised Funds
As you probably know, there have been many changes
in the tax law that have taken effect in 2018. Due to higher
standard deductions, it is less likely that people will be
able to itemize deductions moving forward. For those
who are charitably inclined, there are a couple of ways
to give that will still provide a tax benefit.
If you are over 70½, you can give to charity directly out
of your IRA via a Qualified Charitable Deduction, and
those donations are tax free distributions. This lowers
both your Adjusted Gross Income and your taxable
income, resulting in a lower tax liability.
For those of you who have not reached RMD age, giving
through a donor-advised fund offers a great benefit
as well. A donor-advised fund is virtually a charitable
investment account. You are eligible to take an immediate
tax deduction when funds are deposited into the account
> continued on next page

Did You Know
Home Landscaping: Home office deductions are notoriously scrutinized, so it might surprise you that someone
deducted home landscaping and won. In Langer v. Commissioner, a man regularly met clients in his home office,
and kept up the place to make it suitable. It wasn’t all deductible, but the Tax Court allowed part of the landscaping
costs and even money for lawn care and driveway repairs.

2

Client Spotlight

and donate to any charity of your choice
over time. This is a beneficial option if you
can donate enough to the fund in one year
in order to itemize.

Ben Jackson
We thought it would be fun to highlight one of our clients each
quarter. We found that many of our clients have interesting
hobbies, careers, or stories to tell. This quarter the spotlight is on
local business owner Ben Jackson, Co-Founder & President of
Hop River Brewing Company, Fort Wayne’s second largest craft
brewery.

If you would like more information on
either of these charitable giving options,
please contact your advisor.
n

Tech Corner

Ben, a self-described woodworker, maker, and tinkerer, was a
lawyer in Washington D.C. for 15 years before he relocated to
Fort Wayne to start his business venture with fellow Co-Founder
and Fort Wayne native, Paris McFarthing. Ben was no rookie at
brewing beer though; he had been doing it at home for years.

Are you thinking about cyber
security...we sure are!
Joe DeWald recently attended a one-day
conference on cyber security and thought
it might be helpful if he shared a couple
key topics. Hopefully you can apply them
to your personal life and find yourself
more secure and safe.

The business planning for Hop River began two years ago
with Ben and Paris’ desire to share their love and passion for
beer with other people. Most importantly, they wanted to help
further develop the area’s expanding craft beer scene. Ben is
a big believer in bringing people together through great beer
and that local businesses will keep propelling Fort Wayne’s
revival forward. Ben and his team are excited to be a part of
the growing downtown community and their philosophy is just
that, community. Hop River has a kids-welcome taproom and a
community-centric feel complete with communal tables. Hop
River Brewing Company had its grand opening on February 3rd
and the community response has been filled with enthusiasm
and excitement!

• Emails pose the most likely threat
to your electronic security. If you
are not sure who sent you the email,
then the best thing to do is move the
email to your trash or spam folder.
Do not unsubscribe. Hackers can
make an unsubscribe button be a link
that allows them into your computer
system. By moving the email to trash
or spam, often your system will
automatically move any further emails
from that address to your trash.

If you live in the Fort Wayne area or are visiting, support a fellow
WAG client and check out Hop River located at 1515 N. Harrison
Street in the historic Wells Street neighborhood!
n

• Always keep your windows operating
software up to date. Often times the
reason for updates are to provide
security protection from weakness they
have been made aware of by users.

Left:

Paris McFarthing,
Ben’s business partner

Right: Ben Jackson

• Run anti-virus software and keep it up
to date. Again, these companies are
constantly monitoring the latest threats
and creating protections for your
computer system.
• You should have a password on your
WiFi at home. It is a simple thing but
important. It will keep individuals
outside your home from gaining access
to your WiFi.

Hop River
Brew Team

These simple things will go a long way to
keeping your personal information at home
safe from the outside world.
n
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The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or
recommendations for any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial
advisor prior to investing. All performance referenced is historical and is no guarantee of future results. All indices are
unmanaged and may not be invested into directly.
There is no guarantee that a diversified portfolio will enhance overall returns or outperform a non-diversified portfolio.
Diversification does not protect against market risk. No strategy assures success or protects against loss.
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