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WAG on the Move 
WAG Christmas Party 

As we wrapped up another great year at 
Wealth Advisors Group, we decided to do 
something a little different at our Christmas 
Party. The advisors at WAG are always very 
generous by taking the office out to celebrate 
the holiday and share in the memories 
of another wonderful year as a team and 
in many ways family! This year after our 
traditional Christmas lunch, we all took a 
little trip across town to Deadeye Dick's Axe 
Throwing for some friendly competition. 
The afternoon was filled with laughter as 
we all attempted our best impression of a 
true lumber jack out to win the town's axe 
throwing competition, but it was the end 
of the afternoon that got us all out of our 
seats. Deadeye Dick's offers a few group 
games and playing them is for the skilled 
and non-skilled alike. We of course had 
both in our group. At the very end of the 
game it came down to two axe throwers
Amanda Fazio and Patrick O'Connell. Let's 
say they both were on the non-skilled end 
of the talent chart. Patrick was up first, and 

he hit his very first target of the day. It 
was even an off-center bullseye. You can 
imagine the cheers that erupted when this 
struggling axe thrower was 1 opponent's 
throw away from winning the game for 
his team. Amanda was up last, and just 
so you know, her first throw of the day 
hit the ceiling. Her team, while optimistic, 
wondered if matching or even beat ing 
Patrick's throw was even an option . 
Amanda stepped up to the line and gave 
her axe a mighty throw and on this last throw of the last game 
at the end of our day- Amanda was victorious! She not only 

beat Patrick's 
throw and helped 
her team win, but 
also got a perfect 
bullseye. Check 
out the victory 
poses from a 
very success ful 
Christmas party! ■ 
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Tech Corner 
Appointment Reminders 

~ We have recently started 
If/. . integrating our office 

9mtment calendar with a software mder . 
called Appointment 
Reminder. Much like 

the reminders you probably already get from 
your physician's office or dentist, Appointment 
Reminder is a robust software that allows 
businesses to send automated reminders to 
their clients via email and text messages. The 
detailed message with your appointment date 
and time would come directly to your email 
address or smart phone, together in one 
place. You can also email or text back through 
the service to let us know that you will be 
attending your meeting or need to reschedule. 
If rescheduling your appointment is needed our 
office will call you back to do so. Please look 
for this type of reminder to come in the next 
month if you have an appointment scheduled 
with our office. ■ 

Tax, Legislation and 
Financial Planning 
SECURE Act 

On December 20, 2019, President Trump 
signed the SECURE Act - which stands for 
"Setting Every Community Up for Retirement 
Enhancement." This bill, which was effective as 
of January 1st, 2020, will affect most retirement 
savers moving forward. Its goal is to strengthen 
retirement savings and security for people 
across the country. Here are 6 changes that are 
important to note regarding the SECURE Act: 

1) Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) Age 
raised to 72 

Before this bill was passed, retirement 
account holders were required to take 
distributions from those accounts beginning 

Did You Know 
Retirement Quotes To Live By: 

at age 70 ½. The SECURE Act has increased that age to 
72, for anyone turning 72 in 2020 and beyond. If you 
turned 70 ½ in 2019 or before and have already begun 
taking your RMDs, you should continue to do so as you 
have been grandfathered in under the old law. 

2) You can make IRA contributions beyond age 70 ½ 

Prior to the SECURE Act, you were no longer able to 
contribute to Traditional IRAs past the RMD age of 70 
½. The new legislation has removed the age limit on IRA 
contributions, so you can continue to contribute to your 
IRA regardless of your age, if you continue to work. 
You must have earned income in order to make these 
retirement contributions. There could also be unique 
tax consequences if you send Qualified Charitable 
Distribution (QCD) checks as part of your RMD. Please 
check with your tax preparer before you start contributing 
to your IRA. 

3) Non-spouse Inherited IRA distribut ions must general ly be 
taken within 10 years 

Previously, if you inherited an IRA or a 401(k), you were 
able to "stretch" your distributions out over your l ife 
expectancy. Now, for IRAs inherited from owners who 
have passed away during 2020 and beyond, the law 
requires many beneficiaries to withd raw all assets within 
10 years following the death of the original account 
holder. In addition to a surviving spouse, exceptions to 
this 10-year rule include assets left to a minor child, a 
disabled or chronically ill beneficiary, and benefic iaries 
who are less than 10 years younger than the or iginal 
account owner. 

4) 529 funds can be used to pay down student loan debt, up 
to $10,000 

In some cases, families may have leftover funds in their 
529 accounts after their student graduates from col lege. 
Now, they can use those savings to pay up to $10,000 
in student loans over the course of the student's lifetime. 
The $10,000 is a limit that applies to the 529 beneficiary 
and each of their siblings. For example, a parent with 
2 children may take a $10,000 distribution for student 
loans for each child, for a total of $20,000. 

**In order for these to be considered qualified 
distributions, your state laws must coincide. Please reach 
out to your tax advisor with any quest ions. 
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• "There is a whole new kind of life ahead, full of experiences just waiting to hap pen. Some call it 'retirement.' 
I call it bliss." - Betty Sullivan 

• "Retirement is not the end of the road. It is the beginning of the open highway." - Unknow n 



5) Part-time workers meeting 
eligibility requirements may now 
qualify for employer's 401(k) 

In years past, if you worked less 
than 1,000 hours per year, you 
were generally not eligible to 
participate in your company's 
401(k) plan. Under the new law, 
employers offering a 401(k) 
plan must generally offer one 
to any employee who worked 
more than 1,000 hours in 1 year, 
or 500 hours each year over 
3 consecutive years. This is a 
great benefit for long-term part 
time employees to help them 
continue saving for retirement. 

6) Small-Business Incentives for 
Retirement Plans 

In an effort to encourage 
employers to become plan 
sponsors, the SECURE Act has 
adopted a few incentives for 
small-business owners. First, 
to make setting up a retirement 
plan more affordable, the 
tax credit for startup costs 
has increased from a cap of 
$500 to $5,000. A further tax 
credit is available to small
business owners who adopt 
auto-enrollment of new hires. 
There have also been changes 
to compliance requirements 
and the ability to open Multiple 
Employer Plans (MEPs) to make 
this process more simple for 
small businesses. 

Overall, the SECURE Act is full of 
many changes, both big and small, 
that will affect most retirement 
savers in the years to come. These 
changes bring opportunities for 
more tax and estate planning as 
you plan for your future and the 
future of your family. Please feel 
free to reach out to your advisor 
with any questions in regards to 
these updates. ■ 

WAG Client Spotlight 
John and Carma Link 
Hawaii is a destination on 
many peoples "bucket list." 
It's a long flight and certainly 
costly, but our clients have 
discovered it's possible to 
see and explore Hawaii while 
not completely destroying 
one's checkbook . This 
quarter we'd like to spotlight 
John and Carma Link. 
John and Carma have been 
vacationing and now taking 
their winters in the Hawaiian Islands for more than 26 years. 

They have visited all the major islands multiple times, starting with a 
trip of 10 days and have lengthened that over the last few years to two 
months. John and Carma believe it is a wonder fu l place to spend some 
or all of a Midwestern winter. They suggest at least 14 days due to the 
cost and jet lag on either end. 

The Links believe a successful, non-budget breaking trip to Hawaii 
begins many months in advance . They suggest doing some reading to 
determine which island(s) interest you and what you might like to see 
and experience. There are many travel bo oks w ritten on the islands ; in 
John and Carma's opinion, the very best is written by Andrew Doug hty. 
He has written a book on each major island and has an excellent 
website (www.wizardpub.com). The books detail major sightsee ing, 
activities, places to stay, restaurants, etc. They also inc lude maps which 
can guide one to specific places. 

Airfare can be expensive but routes to Hawaii are very competitive. A 
little online search and patience can yield more reasonable air fares. 
John and Carma suggest not booking the first flight you see. 

While in Hawaii, a rental car is necessary. Hawaii charges an airport 
rental fee of $3.00 per day. For longer stays, it is wise to look into 
whether that brand has a non-airport office where the rental contract 
can be altered to eliminate the daily fee. On Kauai, they use Avis. They 
rent one day from the airport and the rest from a non-airport office j ust 
a mile or so from their condo . No need to swi t ch cars unless you wa nt 
to. Smaller cars are often better in Hawaii because of narrow roads and 
tight parking. This is especially true if driving the road to Hana, w hich 
John and Carma believe is a "must do" on Maui. They also said that 
traffic can make your drives much longer so be prepared. Doughty 's 
books are great to bring with you because they have charts with 
approximate "time" between major locations . 

The Links also highly recommend staying in a condo rather tha n a 
hotel. Even for a brief stay, the condo will allow you to coo k your 
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meals and pack your lunch. John and Carma 
suggest finding a condo on VRBO (vrbo.com). This 
allows direct rental through the owner rather than 
going through a travel agent or realtor. They look 
for condos with a grill available! 

Packing is easier than one might imagine. Their 
mantra is "less is more." The wonderful thing 
about Hawaii is that it very rarely gets below 
65 degrees even at night. Shorts and sandals or 
flip flops are acceptable even in the fanciest of 
restaurants. John never wears long pants and 
Carma enjoys wearing shorts or capris. Layering is 
suggested as all the islands are breezy. 

John and Carma told us that the restaurants are 
plentiful and fabulous- especially if you like fresh 
fish. They said to look for coupons and special 
"deals" and pick up brochures at the airport as 
they may contain special coupons for savings. 
Many restaurants give free desserts or appetizers 
for celebrating a birthday or anniversary and have 
special desserts for a second visit on the receipt 
from the first visit. John and Carma said to check 
out the happy hour at many restaurants, as they 
offer discounts on food as well as beverages. 

Farmers' markets are everywhere and nearly every 
day of the week. They provide opportunity to 
try some of the exotic Hawaiian fruits including 
apple bananas, starfruit, and rambutan, as well 
as traditional fresh fruits and veggies, including a 
delicious Hawaiian pineapple. All the islands have 
Costco stores and wonderful local bakeries which 
are especially popular with John and Carma. 
Eating healthy is fun and delicious .... and it's a 
great place for walking both for exercise and to 
enjoy all its esthetic beauty. The Links walk several 
miles, nearly daily, along the coastline. With the 
wonderful island breezes, occasional rainbows, 
and the ocean sounds and beauty, make this a 
favorite activity! 

As far as cost goes, Maui and Oahu are the most 
expensive islands. John and Carma shared with us 
that many, if not most, hotels and condos have a 
"resort fee" and parking fee which run $15-$30 per 
day. To avoid these extra costs on Oahu they rent 
a car only for the day to visit the major sights and 
return it the same night. 

Above all John and Carma's favorite island is 
Kauai- known for its beautiful, secluded beaches! 
On the western side of the island it hosts Waimea 

Canyon State Park, approximately 10 miles long and 
3,000 feet deep and absolutely gorgeous. They also 
love Maui known for the road to Hana and Haleakala 
Crater. Close to Hana is Waianapanapa State Park which 
is home to a beautiful black sand beach and gorgeous 
cliffs. It is the only black sand beach on that island, and 
only Maui and Big Island have them. The sand is made 
when coal black lava rock is broken up over time by 
the waves and actually forms coal black sand- not d irt. 
John and Carma agree, this is one of the most beautifu l 
settings they have seen. Haleakala is the East Maui 
Volcano that forms more than 75% of the Hawaiian island. 
Some interesting facts about the Big Island (officially 
named Hawaii) that John shared are that it has 2 active 
volcanos, Kilauea and Mauna Loa, and 10 of the world's 
14 climate zones, including colored-sand beaches and 
lush rainforests. If you are interested in museums, you 
won't want to miss the historic Pearl Harbor if you v isit 
the island of Oahu which hosts the WWII USS Arizona 
memorial and the Battleship Missouri memorial. 
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In their travels, John and Carma have been 
fortunate to be able to visit all 50 states, every 
province of Canada, and a number of places in 
Europe. They believe that the Hawaiian Islands 
match any scenery for beauty that they've ever 
seen. John and Carma said the Hawaiian Islands 
really are paradise! ■ 

"'

' Af""' I WEAL TH 
12726 Coldwater Road, Fort Wayne, IN 46845 Phone: (260) 619-3100 info(_ci)wealthag .com ~...:Ii ~g~~~Rs 6) 



The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing. All performance referenced is historical and is no guarantee of future results. All indices are 
unmanaged and may not be invested into directly. 

There is no guarantee that a diversified portfolio will enhance overall returns or outperform a non-diversified portfolio . 
Diversification does not protect against market risk. No strategy assures success or protects against loss. 
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