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Jeff Bourquin. Gabby, as they affectionately 
call her, was 6 pounds/6 ounces and  
19¼ inches long. She is a beautiful addition 
to their family. Her big brother Andrew is 
very excited to have a little sister and helps 
his Mom and Dad daily.

Laura has also finished 
a major milestone. 
She has completed 
her Bachelor’s Degree 

from IPFW in General Studies with a 
concentration in Gerontology. She is excited 
to have finished strong and plans to use her 
new degree in her daily workings with our 
WAG clients. 

Congratulations again, Laura!  
We are excited for your new beginnings! n

Dancing with the Fort Wayne Stars – Alex Budzon –  
Runner-up!  
You may have seen our social media posts regarding a special 
winner that our WAG office is very proud of. Alex Budzon spent 
a large portion of 2016 volunteering his time to tackle a new 
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WAG on the Move
Wedding Bells!  
The WAG family definitely grew a lot in 2016. 
We are very pleased to announce the marriage 
of Mark “Auggie” Deprez to Emma McCarron 
on October 29th, 2016, in Fort Wayne, IN. 
Auggie and Emma are high school sweethearts, 
who made it official with a gorgeous wedding. 

They spent their 
honeymoon in 
the beautiful Los 
Cabos, Mexico 
soaking in the sun. 

Congrats again, 
Auggie and Emma!  
We couldn’t be 
more excited for 
you both. n

Welcome New Baby and  
College Graduation!  
The WAG family is pleased to announce that we 
have a new member! Gabrielle Ada Bourquin was 
born October 3rd, 2016, at 6:59am to Laura and 

YTD Returns Through  
December 30, 2016
Dow Jones Inds. +16.50

S&P 500 +11.96

Barclays Aggregate Bond +2.65

MSCI EAFE  +1.51

MSCI Emerging Mkts.  +11.60
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kind of skill. He put his dancing shoes to work to 
learn a dance and routine for charity. Alex then 
competed in the Dancing with the Fort Wayne 
Star competition to raise money for The Carriage 
House. The Carriage House is a not-for-profit 
organization that is a certified “Clubhouse Model” 
program with the singular mission of assisting 
people in their recovery from mental illness 
and reintegration into the community. Alex’s 
performance in their Dancing with the Fort Wayne 
Stars competition brought in huge dollars for 
the organization. Overall Carriage House raised 
$247,000.00 for their extraordinary community 
program. Alex was the night’s runner-up, but he is 
#1 in our hearts!  

Congratulations Alex! We are very proud of you  
and your choice to help people in need in our  
community! n

Prediction Season
The close and start of each calendar year 
brings with it the holidays as well as a 
chance to look forward to the year ahead.  
In the coming weeks, investors are likely to be 
bombarded with predictions about what the 
future, and specifically what the coming year, 
may hold for their portfolios. These outlooks 
are typically accompanied by recommended 
investment strategies and actions that are aimed at 
trying to avoid the next crisis or missing out on the 

next “great” opportunity. When faced with recommendations of 
this sort, it would be wise to remember that investors are better 
served by sticking with a long-term plan rather than changing 
course in reaction to predictions and short-term calls.  

Predictions about future price movements come in all shapes 
and sizes, but most of them tempt the investor into playing a 
game of outguessing the market. Consider a simple example 
where an investor hears a prediction that equities are currently 
priced “too high,” and now is a better time to hold cash. If we 
say that the prediction has a 50% chance of being accurate 
(equities underperform cash over some period of time), does 
that mean the investor has a 50% chance of being better off? 
What is crucial to remember is that any market-timing decision 
is actually two decisions. If the investor decides to change 
their allocation, selling equities in this case, they have decided 
to get out of the market, but they also must determine when 
to get back in. If we assign a 50% probability of the investor 
getting each decision right, that would give them a one-in-
four chance of being better off overall. We can increase the 
chances of the investor being right to 70% for each decision, 
and the odds of them being better off are still shy of 50%. Still 
no better than a coin flip. You can apply this same logic to 
decisions within asset classes, such as whether to currently be 
invested in stocks only in your home market vs. those abroad. 
The lesson here is that the only guarantee for investors making 
market-timing decisions is that they will incur additional 
transactions costs due to frequent buying and selling.

Rather than relying on forecasts that attempt to outguess 
market prices, investors can instead rely on the power of the 
market as an effective information processing machine to 
help structure their investment portfolios. Financial markets 
involve the interaction of millions of willing buyers and 
sellers. The prices they set provide positive expected returns 
every day. While realized returns may end up being different 
than expected returns, any such difference is unknown and 
unpredictable in advance.

As we start a new year, it’s natural to reflect on what went 
well last year and what one may want to improve upon 
going forward. Within the context of an investment plan, it is 
important to remember that investors are likely better served 
by trusting the plan they have put in place and focusing on 
what they can control, such as diversifying broadly, minimizing 
taxes, and reducing costs and turnover. Those who make 
changes to a long-term investment strategy based on short-
term noise and predictions may be disappointed by the 
outcome. In the end, the only certain prediction about markets 
is that the future will remain full of uncertainty. History has 
shown us, however, that through this uncertainty, markets have 
rewarded long-term investors who are able to stay the course. n

Content taken from Dimensional Fund Advisors LP.

Did You Know
Famous Tax Evaders
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2016 Figures
 Exemptions
 https://www.irs.gov/publications/p17/ch03.html
   2016
 Personal and dependency $4,050
 Phase-out threshold (applies to itemized deductions as well)
  Married filing jointly $311,300
  Head of household $285,350
  Single $259,400
  Married filing separately $155,650

 Standard Deductions
	 https://www.irs.gov/uac/newsroom/in-2016-some-tax-benefits-	
	 increase-slightly-due-to-inflation-adjustments-others-are-unchanged
   2016
 Married filing jointly $12,600
 Head of household $9,300
 Single $6,300
 Married filing separately $6,300
 Standard deduction for dependent Greater of $1,050 or $350 +
   earned income
 Additional standard deduction for aged/blind
  Single/ Head of household $1,550
  All others $1,250
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Tax and Legislation 
Corner
Tax Guide and Charts 
As you get ready for tax season, Wealth Advisors Group is 
here to help you prepare, providing the tools you need so 
you can experience as painless a tax season as possible. 
To ease some of the burdens of tax season, we’ve created 
this helpful guide, which contains all the information you 
may need to easily address tax issues and questions that 
you might face. It will assist you in becoming familiar with 
important dates, tax rates, contribution limits and other 
opportunities that may arise during tax season. We’ve also 
include a 2017 annual retirement plan benefit limits chart 
to help you start thinking about the new year.

Tax Season Essentials
2017 LPL Important Mailing Dates and IRS Deadlines for 
Filing your 2016 Taxes
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Income Tax Brackets (Estimate) 
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/f1040es.pdf 

Rate Single Filers Married Joint Filers Head of Household Filers 

10% $0 to $9,275 $0 to $18,550 $0 to $13,250 

15% $9,275 to $37,650 $18,550 to $75,300 $13,250 to $50,400 

25% $37,650 to $91,150 $75,300 to $151,900 $50,400 to $130,150 

28% $91,150 to $190,150 $151,900 to $231,450 $130,150 to $210,800 

33% $190,150 to $413,350 $231,450 to $413,350 $210,800 to $413,350 

35% $413,350 to $415,050 $413,350 to $466,950 $413,350 to $441,000 

39.6% $415,050+ $466,950+ $441,000+ 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates and Deadlines
 2017 Deadlines Description
 January 31 1099-R Form mailing 
  First wave of 1099 Consolidated Forms mailing

 February 15 Second wave of 1099 Consolidated Forms mailing

 March 1 Third wave of 1099 Consolidated Forms mailing

 March 15 Fourth wave of 1099 Consolidated Forms 
  (including AMBIR information) mailing

 April 17* IRS tax filing or extension request deadline

 October 16 IRS extension tax filing deadline

* Date is subject to change: In the event that Emancipation Day is observed 
on Monday, April 17, the tax filing deadline will be moved to Tuesday,  
April 18.

 IRAs
 https://www.irs.gov/Retirement-Plans/Plan-Participant, 
 -Employee/Retirement-Topics-IRA-Contribution-Limits
   2016
 Contribution limits
  Traditional and Roth IRAs $5,500 ($6,500 if age 50 or older)
 Roth IRA income phase out range (contributions)
  Single/Head of household $117,000 – $132,000
  Married filing jointly $184,000 – $194,000
  Married filing separately $0 – $10,000
 Traditional IRA income phase out range (deductibility)
 1. Covered by an employer-
  sponsored plan and filing as:
  Single/Head of household $61,000 – $71,000
  Married filing jointly $98,000 – $118,000
  Married filing separately $0 – $10,000
 2. Not covered by plan but filing 

$184,000 – $194,000
  joint return with covered spouse

 Estate planning
 https://www.irs.gov/Businesses/Small-Businesses- 
 &-Self-Employed/Estate-and-Gift-Taxes
   2016
 Top gift, estate, and generation- 

40% skipping transfer (GST) tax rate
 Annual gift tax exclusion $14,000
 Noncitizen spouse annual gift 

$148,000 tax exclusion
 Gift tax and estate tax applicable 

$5,450,0000 + DSUEA1
 exclusion amount
 GST tax exemption $5,450,000
1Basic exclusion amount



Portions of this newsletter have been prepared by LPL Financial. Securities offered 
through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advice offered through Wealth 
Advisors Group, a registered investment advisor and separate entity from LPL Financial. 4

2017 Annual Retirement Plan Benefit Limits

Contributions and Benefits 2017 Limits

401(k) – 403(b) – 457 –  $18,000.00
SARSEP Salary Deferrals

401(k) – 403(b) – 457 – $6,000.00
SARSEP Catch-Up Contributions

SIMPLE IRA or SIMPLE 401(k) $12,500.00
Salary Deferrals

SIMPLE IRA or SIMPLE 401(k) $3,000.00
Catch-Up Contributions

Defined Contribution 415 Maximum $54,000.00

Defined Benefit 415 Maximum $215,000.00

Compensation 2017 Limits

Annual Compensation $270,000.00

Of course, if you have additional questions about 
anything included in this guide, we’re just a phone
call away. We look forward to working with you this 
tax season! n

Client Spotlight 
Alan Bell 
We thought it would be fun to highlight one of our 
clients each quarter. We found that many of our 
clients have interesting hobbies, careers, or stories 
to tell. This month the spotlight is on Alan Bell, 
a Systems Engineer for over 32 years for Harris 
Corporation in Fort Wayne.

Alan and several other Wealth Advisors Group 
clients have been involved in the mission of 
creating and launching the nation’s next generation 
of geostationary weather satellites. Harris Corp 
recently worked on the Geostationary Operational 
Environmental Satellite-R Series, or GOES-R for 
short. The GOES-R series successfully launched 
from Space Launch Complex 41 at Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station, Florida, aboard an Atlas V 541 
rocket on November 19th. The GOES-R series will 
“significantly improve the detection and observation 
of environmental phenomena that directly affect 
public safety, protection of property and our 
nation’s economic health and prosperity”. 
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What does that mean for us? The GOES-R series will provide 
forecasters with much better, higher quality images with 
increased timeliness. Alan said the resolution and the speed 
of which individuals will get these images will allow everyone 
in industries affected by weather to make decisions more 
quickly and accurately. It will allow forecasters to see what 
is really going on and improve weather predictions. For 
example, making predictions about a storm front over the 
Midwest or where a hurricane is going to hit. It can tell us 
valuable information about the speed, direction of movement, 
and duration of severe weather occurrences.

Alan said the GOES-R series is truly a national asset that 
benefits everyone. We are all interested in what the weather is 
doing, especially storms, hurricanes, and severe weather. He 
said what really has made the mission successful is the people. 
It is a team undertaking with Harris Corp and many hundreds 
of people from across the country are involved working in a 
collaborative fashion. Alan said the hardest part of the mission 
was that it was state of the art, all brand new technology. 
He said space presents an entirely new challenge too. The 
instrument has to be robust enough to survive the environments 
of space and the violent trip into orbit to get there. 

Alan said he doesn’t think many people know about what is 
produced right here in Fort Wayne. Most Fort Wayne natives 
know about General Motors but don’t know that there is a 
group of scientists 
and engineers at 
Harris Corp that 
have been producing 
weather satellites 
since the 60’s. In 
addition to having a 
strong connection 
to Fort Wayne, the 
GOES-R series was 
paid for by your 
tax dollars. Thank 
you to all who were 
involved with this 
mission – we are 
honored to have 
such innovators as 
Wealth Advisors 
Group clients.

“It was truly a team 
effort; I am very 
blessed to be a part 
of it.” – Alan Bell

For more 
information, go to  
www.goes-r.gov n



The opinions voiced in this material are for general information only and are not intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual. To determine which investment(s) may be appropriate for you, consult your financial 
advisor prior to investing. All performance referenced is historical and is no guarantee of future results. All indices are 
unmanaged and may not be invested into directly. 

The Dow Jones Industrial Average is comprised of 30 stocks that are major factors in their industries, and widely held by 
individuals and institutional investors. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 Stock Index (S&P 500) is an unmanaged capitalization weighted index of 500 stocks designed 
to measure performance of the broad domestic economy through changes in the aggregate market value of 500 stocks 
representing all major industries. 

The Barclays Capital U.S. Aggregate Bond Index provides a measure of performance of the U.S. investment grade bonds 
market, which includes investment grade U.S. Government bonds, investment grade corporate bonds, mortgage pass-
through securities and asset-backed securities that are publicly offered for sale in the United States. The securities in the 
Index must have at least 1 year remaining to maturity. In addition, the securities must be denominated in US Dollars and must 
be fixed rate, nonconvertible, and taxable.

The Morgan Stanley Capital International (‘MSCI’) Europe, Australia,  Far East Index (‘EAFE’) is an unmanaged index of 
over 900 companies, and is a generally accepted benchmark for major overseas markets. Index weightings represent 
the relative capitalizations of the major overseas markets included in the index on a U.S. dollar adjusted basis. The index 
is calculated separately: without dividends, with gross dividends reinvested and estimated tax withheld, and with gross 
dividends reinvested, in both U.S. dollars and local currency. 

The Morgan Stanley Capital International (‘MSCI’) Emerging Markets Index adjusts the market capitalization of index 
constituents for free float and targets for index inclusion 85% of free float-adjusted market capitalization in each industry 
group, in global emerging markets countries. As of June 2007, the MSCI Emerging Markets Index consisted of the following 
25 emerging market country indexes: Argentina, Brazil, Chile, China, Colombia, Czech Republic, Egypt, Hungary, India, 
Indonesia, Israel, Jordan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, Morocco, Pakistan, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Russia, South Africa, 
Taiwan, Thailand, and Turkey.
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